I30 WISCONSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS. [VOI. XV.

man. It was formerly death for a white man to open and ex-
amine it. Some years ago a white man near the De Bukes
mines on the Mississippi seeing one hung upon a tree, was
led by curiosity to take it down and examine it in the absence
of the Indians. As soon as he took it down and opened it
the children began to cry to see their fathers’ Me-shaum
profaned in such a manner. When the Indians returned
and found out what had been done, they pursued after the
man and he was obliged to leave the country in order to
save his life.

Names of their gods.
‘We-sah-kah — god of the earth.

Nah-pat-tay — Brother of W. who being slain by the gods
of the sea, W. sent him to the land of shades or Che-pah-
munk, where he still exists as chief of the shades.

Mah-she-ken-a-peck and Nah-me-pa-she — Gods who in-
habit both land and water; and the

Ai-yam-woy — Men of terrible size or giants.

Besides these inferior deities they recognize a Supreme
Being whom they call Ka-shuh-mah-nu-too — Great Spirit.

The Ai-yam-woy were a race of supernatural beings, de-
scendants of the gods of the sea and inhabited the ancient
‘world.

Traditions of the Me-shaum.

In process of time the Great Spirit addressed the spirits
on earth in the following manner: “ Spirits of my breath
I have created you all to enjoy the earth and wide-spread-
ing waters, and with you I shall now make a division of
them. We-sah-kah shall possess the dry land and Nah-me-
pa-she and Mah-she-ken-a-peck the waters. But We-sah-
kah shall be chief and you shall obey him in all things, for
to him I have given my terrestrial sphere to make war and
peace with whomsoever he will. At length he will become
elated and say within himself, I am the Great Spirit.
Moreover in memory of this eventful day I shall create a
race of beings after his own likeness.” Accordingly man-
kind were created in the image of We-sah-kah. After this



